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ordinarily we are reluctant to even discuss such as x am going to 
tell you about in this paper this evening. Without doubt -s-ea^s of you 
here tonight experienced much more than 1 and are much more capable of 
expressing your feelings towards that experience but do not care to 
speak of them. Recently we have heard and read a© much of the serious 
trouble that is developing in the far -das t . -^Imo s t every place you go 
you hear the u hiria °apanese situation being discussed wondering if 
eventually w e might be drawn intonit. Hearing so . much about this 
■ ■ the-l - ast mew d ays-nas prompted me to write this paper on "My experience 
in the world war". You will note from the paper that it was of short 
duration only. However, during that short time I had just enough to know 
that war is hell and to know what the boys went through that had months 
of it wer-dthare-. 1 had just enough -e re - 4 fc to know that if it were left 
to me we would never have another war unless our country was being 
"Invaded by an enemy then.ofcourse, we would all offer our service and 
pay the price. 

expecting that x was to be called upon for a paper shortly 1 had one 
almost completed but changed to this dniy within the last few days A The 
time being limited for the preparation I am going to ask that 

you'-parde^ me for the way in which 1 have thrown it feoge-fcher in endeavor- 
ing to cover such a big territory in the time alloted*pl am going to tell 


you, to the best ability, bo tiff the humor and the horror, just as 

1 exper ie'° ced / T^Tp-tH: i will I* prepared this principally from a 

diary kept while in the service. 
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April 7,19X7 United States has declared war . o>ur Country is ashing 
for volunteers to come forward and offer their services to make the world 
free for democracy.rhe bands everywhere are playing ational Hymns, Your 
Country needs you is ’"hat you hear preached from most every platform. 

i was in ^ockisland Illinois at the time.l immediately left for home 
to talk it over with my mother, realizing my responsibili ty to her, 
before enlisting. Che would not grant her consent fcOL-j a gasn l i rH-n-g so I 
returned to *T.oekisland to await my being called, -at that time 1 could 
not understand why she refused to consent but now 1 have a boy of my own 
and 1 readily understand. 

Had a long time to wait as nV - WctWym until July 7,1918. 

leaving home , u ape&irardeau, uo^ early on the morning of 9 u ly 7, for 
y effersonHarracks.^tUouis. 1 shall never forget when 1 kissed my Mother 
goodbye. ^er heart was broken for she was never the same for the three 
-years following until her death. 1 didnt realize it at the time for 1 was 
all enthused with the thought that 1 was going to be a soldier and going 
to war. arrived Jeff ersonbarracks afternoon 7th. Unloaded from troop train 
marched to barracks. -about the first thing 1 heard iT, as "You'r in the Army 
now" from some of the old timers there. You know after you had served a 
couple of days you ’"ere considered an old timer. vr e were then mustered 
into the service. •’Kasfc-H; irnra for . cheat ’ 'as quite surprised to find the food 
served in dishes just as at home.-ork chops baked potatoes and beans for 
supper. Aor some reason or "O ther 1 must have eaten slower than the rest 
for when 1 went to get ^ second helping the dishes were empty and 1 was 
told there was no more coming, •‘■'■ight then and there 1 learned if you 
wanted to get enough to eat- eat fast.^ven yet today 1 sometimes forget 

thinking 1 am in the army and my wife wants to know whats the hurry. 

Hpent evening at W M 0 a .Lots of good looking girls had great time 
singing "Over tnere", "Goodbye broadway hello France" dancing, etc. About 

this time was m«.s T 

tuat x had not joined the army long ago-look at all 
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the good times that 1 had been missing. F qw ten oclock time to go to 


your bunk. op early next morning expecting another big day at the Y.-^ut 
for some reason 'rassesfetesrr didnt start out so well. -^f ter we had bur ^acon 
an* some big guy with a couple stripes on his arm informed us that he was 
our boss telling us to beat it over to a certain building. 1 kinda thought 
-.mayhe he was just kidding us about acting so tough and maybe they had a 
good show or something over there for us. On entering the building it was 
a show alright. 1 had never in my life before saw so many fellows at one 
time with nothing but their birth clothes on. W e were ordered to remove 
our clothing and fall in line for examination. Iv ' e never been through 
Mayo brothers clinic but I’ll bet they havent got anything on this outfit 
when it comes to an examination, ^’e were then given our uniforms and all 
equipment necessary at this time and instructed to pack all our civilian 
clothing and personal belongings in our suitcase and send them home. I 
nadnt yet been assigned to outfit but one of the buddies said you must 

be in the field artillery by that band around your hat. Fow time to eat 


but instead of going to the mess hall we formed in line outside and 

> r ■ . i 

initiated our new messkits. JioisLJieat down to watch some of the rookies 


come in and informed them that -they were in the army now-for we were 
beginning to li.-.e old timers by this time. 

July 9th.- u eard rumors that to be split up. On July 10th 


1 was called to leave for '"'amp ^c^rthur ,^aco. Arrived '"aco July 12th. 


- h _ o 


that was a hot place, at ill none of us knew what outfits we wsxsrxinsc 
belonged to.o n July 11th they started giving us shots. r ’e were shot for 
tnis and we were shot for that in fact we were shot so many times that 
we were layed up for two weeks. Fnthing do but lay -around but how that sun 
did beat down through^ those tents about noon tlme.i'hose birds selling ice 
cold soda pop done a flourishing business. 1 guess they thought we were in 
the infantry for on July 25th they took 


us out in one of those sand fields 
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and had iis doing squads right and left then after doi#g that for a 
couple of hours they must have thought we needed some more exercise and 
they took us for a hike and believe me when 1 got back 1 didnt think so 
much of the army. July 26th and how 1 did hate to hear the bugle that 
morning.out for some more squads right and left and the Louie used me 
for a pivot man that day. Had a heck of a time trying to hold down the job. 
■after doing this for a couple more hours off for another hike and 'hey 
when 1 got back 1 had blisters on the bottom of my feet as big as dollars 
now 1 kne^ the army for no place for me. We kept this up for a week when 
on ^ugust 2nd 1 was picked with a bunch of others to be sent to G a mp 
merritt lT.J.W as 1 glad to get out of that hot. place. A year later I learned 
that an order came through from ‘''ashington , just after 1 had left r ' r aco , 
transferring me to the 152nd ■ L 'ield bignal -^atallion at Camp Am s tor -mns, 
but due to my already being on the road to G am pi, ie rritt the order 'ms 

aiaetracked.^f ter a long tiresome trip we arrived Camp^erritt -“ugus-t 5th. 

(SsuM. m 

^•s far as 1 knew i was still in the ^ ield artillery. all you,\see' and hear 
aroundTher e were buddies getting ready to sail. -august 6th turned in our 
~ahki outfit and was equii:>ped with overseas equipment. i elt line a real 
soldier now but since my hat with the artillery band around it had been 
taken away was at a loss to know what 1 belonged to. However, following 

day was assigned to everything from Hospital u orps to Infantry ending up 

vJTaA 


in the lnfantry.Airst thing i '-had to do was have my picture taken in that 
new uniform and send one to mother .Fo -&qu -r- igh^t i : and- l o to do 
here. Had it pfR^y t ,V? A # J ~r while waiting for orders to sail. Got one twenty 
four hour leave a^d went to G 0 ney Island. Had great time dancing in that 
wonderful pavilion with our hobnails until about 2Am.Gouldnt figure out 

how '”e were going to get back by 8athat morning. decided stay over and, 
chance the consequences. u ent dorm in the sand cilong the beach and'g®£" 
couple hours sleep tnen started for camp. arrived there about noor. TT o 



trouble getting through the guards and dont think our outfit had 
ever missed us. 

^ugust 10th orders received be ready sail within twenty four hours. 
We were transported in small boats down the Hudson to Hoboken there we 
loaded on the ^iojdam, a Holland boat." 1 inally after the fourteen boats 
in our convoy were loaded and all details completed, with the thousands 
of people waiving their nankerchief s and singing Goodbye broadway hello 
France, we left dock, 3pm ^ug 11th, with a lone crusier taking the lead 
with the fourteen transports falling in position and trailing behind, 
just as a flock of baby ducks trailing behind their mother looking to 
her to protect them from all harm. 

Gould it be possible that having been in tnis great army only thirty 
five days and so far not having even seen a rifle/ UK'xg&sxmask 

that 1 was on my way across that mighty body of water to play my part 
in making this grand old country of ours free for democracy? 

it so happened that the position of the ^iojdam was in front row 
directly behind the Crusier . a short time previous to this a German Sub- 
marine was seen just off the coast. W e were not even out sight of land 
when the crusier realed sharply and opened broadside fire at something, 
i’nis happening so soon we concluded it must have been a form of initiation 


only a short time and darkness was upon us.it appeared to me that w e were 
lost from all the other boats for lights were absolutely prohibited you 
were not permitted to even stride a match while out on deck. 

i was assigned a bunk in the very bottom hatch on outside. %ile lying 
tnere that night and listening to the water playing against the hull 1 

thought about that submarine or that shooting that afternoon thinking what 
would happen if tney were to come into play now a^d were to make a nit. 
However, everything went lovely, no excitement. 

.zssstfrfe the only drilling we had while on the boat was the formation 



in which we were tonform on top deck for unloading in lifeboats in 
case of an emergency. We would never know ofcourse when we were to have 
these dr ills. Whenever the bell ■throughout the ship rang that was the 
signal to fall in. everything went nicely the second day submarines were 
scarce. “hile the third day there must have been any number of them around 
for not only the crusier but the guns on all the boats were put into 
action. however , 1 didnt see anything that looked like a sub to me. The 
submarines usually made their raids about day brak e and dusk. Apparently 
they were taking no chances whatsoever. -‘■'hey would open fire on a floating 
box or anything in the distance that appeared be the 

perascope of a submarine. One thing 1 noticed in particular was how the 
boats would scatter when in danger m' s xra^s would go in all directions in 
few minutes you we# all to yourself .This was ofcourse that in case a 
submarine came into action all of them wiiuld, not be endangered. In case 
a boat was hit the only help they would have gotten would have been from 
the crusier .^-f ter an hour or such matter they n ere all back in formation. 

There hh^ppeedd to be a bunch of negro troops on our boat.T'o hear 
them talk they were real heroes nothing bothered them.Vte had heard the 


bell; the warning to fall in formation, so often, that re had gotten so 
that we didnt always respond to it. -‘■he evening of the sixth day out, about 
six oclock while we were in line getting ouiV chow, the negro troops in a 
line of their own a short distance away, the warning bell rang and the 
sirens started blowing.^© st of us started for top deck right now. You could 
dear some of those brave negro boys saying no-so boss I've heard you too 

> A' v 4^ 

many times— L wants my beans now.^bout thg.t time 1 think the guns on every 

ttV' » 

ship in the convoy opened fire.*^y-4h hngy t/nosp niggers threw their mess- 
kits overboard and crawled over each other in a frantic effort to get on 
top.J-t was reported that they had really come in pofctaot with a submarine 
well aimed torpedo sent from a sutTf'to the left of the crusier 

) 



was^so they say^ beaded directly towards our ship and was o^ly stopped 
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a short distance from its mark by the shell from one of the si one inch 
guns on our boat .iff©-- wer e told that you could usually- see a- torpedo 
-'ComtiTg' by- the whrto -^TreaK it makes just below the an nan a al-44-^ 
-travel-in-g- through the water, i’he morning of the eleven th.W© were informed 
that we were now in the danger zone.-^bout that time far in the distance 
to the front of us we could see what aj;peared to be a fleet of ships. 
Gould it be that we were going to be attacked by an enemy fleet? %t, 
to our satisfaction we learned that it was sixteen of our submarine 
chasers coming out to escort us in. We felt reasonably safe from this 
time on, even though we were in dangerous waters, with these sixteen 
little speed boats constantly eneirciling our complete convoy. A submarine 
would have bee^ taking a great chance to have raised its head above the 
water within firing range and not being run down by one of these chasers 
and possibly sent to its doom by a depth bomb. 


I T ow thirteen days since we left the United States and we are nearing 


port at ^reast krance. u f course we expected to see the docks lined with 
tnose beautiful i’rench lu adainosiles but to our sorrow there was not even 
one there to give us the glad hand. 

In a short time we were unloaded and marching up that long hill 
towards the Neopolian Barracks, fef any of you here happened to have 
climbed that hill ytsntxkMaM 1 believe you will agree with me that it was 
a tough one. jTSa^d heard so much about Ujerkiss and other wonderful 
french perfumes.Gould.it be this that was already so noticeable? But, 
when going a little further 1 noticed that instead of a sewerage system 
the ditches jD^sfoe the road w ere used for that purpose. x ossibly some 

part's of Breast had sewerage 1 do not know /w e hLted on past the old 
Neopolian barracks about a mile and pitched our tents in an open field. 
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No opportunity to see much of "r east as we were kept close to our 
quarters. 

un -“-ugust 27 th a train load of us were loaded in those famous French 

box cars, which were just the size of a good sized truck, starting for 

some place. 1 f you were not fortunate enough to get floor space by one of 

the side doors you were entirely out of luck in seeing any of the scenery. 

Unfor tunately 1 ’"as at one end of the car. All I knew was that we were 

traveling. f i’he following day we unloaded at BtFlorent.a town of five or 

six thousand ^ear Bourges. From there we hiked to scxkkkkkexkxisixcfcxxfckixgB' 

sfranxtrxSixsxkiiirafffc&xx Villuniuve a small inland village about five 

kilometers, approximately two hundred of us were taken cnrf- there. TrT e were 

billited in the barnes around the village. fhe first thing that I particul- 

arily noticed was that usually the house and barn ware in the same building. 

8 mall building mostly made of rock. About twenty of w© fellows ,,r e"t_4mt_.jQ:fL 

the village a snort distance to a beautiful U hateau and billited in their 

/*> 

barn. Fifteen of the fellows bedded the ground of one of the horse stalls 
with straw making their bunks there while the other five of us took the 
hay loft. W© were here approximately for a month. As 1 mentioned before 
we were about five kilometers, or three miles, from StFlorent, oust a good 
hiking distance. No much to do, very little drilling, of which I will tell 
you later, so we sioent a great portion of our time in BtFlorent which we 
thought was a pretty good little town . Lots of girls but we had one heck 
of a time trying to talk to them. They didnt appear to be any better 
versed in -£%iglish than we were in French. however , we soon learned to carry 
our French dictionary ^ith us. P* knbw TTrre — t- hing that rather emb arrayed - 
na ae was that ^konev or you 1 wished' 1 t o rel ' leve ' yours el f of some - of th a t — 

- _ n o t . or 4e u s ~ k o ^d rae~-or— w-ine- - yo u woxrM mer-e-fy- step— in—ewe erf t-foe- littHrO piae'eis-- 
^provided for that purpose - inst f Qf >t:ed -o-ily-to" 

- -abttu^^gour at 1 hom e . -- 


--ifter spending the entire day otFforent we would start for Villinuive 
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just before time for taps.hain, rain, rain never before did I see so 
much rain. -ri-f ter we were out possibly a mile from town plowing along 
through the rai^ and mud there would come from the distance the sound 
of the t ap s.d^e -n -t 1 - eaen you just oouldnt help from thinking of home. On 
both sides of the road for most of the distance rr ere grape vineyards. 

We were cautioned to never cross 

the f & n o e a ^ 1 g-r«.p wi but the temptation ^as toe much 

especia .ly at that hour of the night. Oo we proceeded to climb the fence 
fill our caps with that forbidden fruit and then continued on our 
journey. oince that time, 1 have often thought of some of those trips 
from ^t-e'lorent to Villinuive, wondering what a sick looking bunch we 
must have been with the water streaming down our soaked to the 

skin and not denying that some had been enticed kyxaxiaadaiaxkH' to indulge 
in a little koniac, hiding along there singing/\Sweet Adeline. You know ’’ 
— wuen one of tnose little black headed madams would possibly tickel you 
under the chin and call you-°weet x apa- you just kinder lost sense of 
directions, By this time we had gotten out of the habit of sleeping in 
pajamas so on reaching our billets we piled in just as we were-wet 
clothing a^d the like made no difference to us. 

: ••■-'■f&eans and rice were beginning to get monitious and for some reason 
we were craving sweets.^ bunch of us decided to have a feast. Bach was 
assigned a certain thing or things to bring, no matter how/you got it 
just so you brought it.i'nen we were going down in the woods a^d prepare 
it, tnat night. 1 got my potatoes by climbing the garden fence just after 
dark, i'ouple more brought some cnickens by making a raid on the hen house 
But the boys that were assigned to rob the bee hive.f’hey had the real job/ 

Wjaen they came to the designated spot in the woods they resembled a bad 
case of smallpox. But , nevertheless they brought the honey.We dove into 
that bucket with our hands and within a few minutes the honey was fini. 

roasted the chickens baked the potatoes and what a feed we did have. 
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ter about two weeks of leisure time they decided to have us drill 
a little. T'our days of real stiff drilling and hiking. Fe were now given 
a rifle, gas mask etc. xvKKxksxkrnxsxim&xkBrxxkargsi: 

•oo much for our stay in ^illinuive. October 3rd 75 names of the 200 
and 1 happened to be one of them, were called to report at stPlorent for 
further orders. Upon our arrival there we found that we with numerous 
others were to leave the following day. midnight Saturday Oct 4th we 
' ram again loaded in some of those minature box cars and this time 1 
managed to get a space by one of the doors. Yau were placed in there just 
so-would sit between the fellows legs that was sitting in back of you 
then when you wanted to sleep you would l&e back on his stomach. 

There was quite a varied opinion. asxfcrsTwiTsr among the fellows as to 
where we were going.oorae thought to a training camp possibly in England 
otiiers to the front and about that time someone popped up Hart "A bunch 
of rookies like us going to the front"’? Fo t even the train crew. knew 
where we were going for they of course were running under sealed orders, 
^cassionaly tne train stopped leaving' us get out and stretch. at all these 
stops you would find either the Salvation ^.rmy or the Ked Cross there 
with hot coffee and doughnuts. We thought we had traveled long enough to 
be in London when finally on Tuesday morning we asked one of the train 
crew if he knew yet where we were. u e informed us that we were not far 
from Verdun [and 1 suppose you know the restiYou should have seen the 
expression on those boys faces, myself included. They were an entirely 
different bunch of iflellows from that moment on. ,A little later we noticed 
the tren cues , bobwire entanglements and the remains of towns that had been 
overrun by the enemy long before but in the meantime had been driven back^ 

about eleven o clock we reached Lunbasel. x his being as far as we could go 
on the train we unloaded. Junbasel was nothing but a mass of wreckage. 
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We were told to pitch our pup tents as we were going to stay/ here over 
night. .along late in the night 1 heard what sounded to me like far distant 
thunder. 1 nudged the fellow bunking with me and told him that it was 
thundering aud suggested we get out and dig some ditches around our tent 

i ^ 

before it started raining. u e had been awake also -Thunder hell he said 
that sounds to me like big Bert ha. After a few minutes ixdHExdsdxirsxwas 
xxghk it nad gotten much heavier and 1 decided he was right that it must 
be the heavy guns at the f rnn f i ^niil nmm i y f, n cant amagine my feelings 

at that time, Gould it be possible th^t 1 was within hearing distance of 

q 

those mightyguns along the Verdun front that 1 had heard so much about i 
The following morning we were called out early. We were given a can of 
beans that was to last the entire day. We rolled our packs loaded them 
on our backs and we were off. We hiked and we hiked stopping ocassionaly 
for a little rest.-^t noon we finished our can of beans nothing more until 
we reached the outfit that we had been assigned to. Late in the afternoon 
just as we were about to enter the ^-rgonne woods we noticed one of our 
observation baloons in the distance, just about that time a German plane 
scooped down upon it, like a hawk swoops down upon its prey, and brought 
it to the ground. ’le counted six german planes circiling over us ocassion- 
aly coming down within rifle range had we have had some arainution for 
our guns. We were ordered to put our helmets on. Just getting dark as we 
entered the woods. how tired and hungry we were getting.’ ,r e were walking 
with our backs bent trying to make the load a little lighter using every 
ounce of energy to hang on.^any of the boys were dropping by the wayside 
comple t e ly "'f a t-i'g u e -d .Just at that time we happened to pass an outfit that 
was eating* one of the fellows gave me a few swallows of hot coffee. How 
much that helped. Hue to so much rain the roads in the woods were almost 
impassable .mo s t of the time in mud and water over our shoe tops, e were 
lostj wandering around until midnight before we located the thirty second^ 
the division to which we had been assigned as replacements, fnis hour of 
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the right there ^'as no chance of getting anything to eat as you dared not 
even s triice a match. A felloe from BtLouis and 1 tried to find a half 
dry spot to pitch our tent, finally located a half deceit place on the 
roots of a - W-ngn t yfla n r h i y< g fj t; a n rl i n g Jhm J-._ i -ts~. trunj fr » a his held U - G~ up - - to - Urt- 


■ of SS ini' l! laud . While we were feeling around in the darJc endeavoring 

to get our tent up a call came , ’under cover -Bosch planes'’ We couldnt see 
anything to get under and too we were so tired all we wanted was a place 
to lie down. Witnin a tor minute or two the planes came over but luckily 
only dropped a few in this immediate vicinity. all night long they seemed 
to be playing for a position of our artillery just in the back of us. 

The 32nd after a several days seige at the front completely shot to 
pieces, had dropped back for a rest and to be filled in with replacements. 
We were now about five or six kilometers from the front. 1 was assigned 
to Co G, 126th Infantry of the 32nd, the red arrow Division. While laying 
here we heard tales of horror from fellows that had actually been at the 


front, e layed here for several days receiving a little drilling in 

fM 

scrimmage formation. On A 25th we moved up a little closer. Everything 


seemed to be mighty busy.-^r tillery was massing by the thousands jmrsrtr-rrr* 

4 


thaxteXK&xsfxKgXj seemed to me^ just in the back, us.lt was getting late in 
October now and the nights were getting cold, c-n the night of 25th secret 

four of we fellows were bunking in a shell hole. About one Am on the 


morning of 26th orders came to get ready to move up that we were "fee- 


i ho lino -, here-it is impossible for me to describe 


what took place within the next few hours. Just a few minutes after one 
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our artillery started laying over a barrage with just an accassional 
gun now and then but within a few minutes ten,- thousand cannon, lined 


up almost hub to hub on. approximately a twenty kilometer front, weasse 
were belch in J^tho se snells i of deadly shaprenel . The skies looked as though 
they had been sprayed wi th)j human blood itself, aow can anything even hope 
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to live just over there where, those monsters are breaking? About four 
oclock we were ordered to move. under cover of our own barrage. The return 
fire from the enemy at first was violent but was soon silinced. We moved 
into Montfocorn but met no resistance as -'fe&ey hfe.d been completely 
demoralized by this terrific barrage, dropping back in disorder even 
leaving some of their wounded. As to just what 1 experienced here 1 am 
going to read a poem by Glenn Shipper., wj^»-Hr v -o a , in which he 


so vividly describes just such a scene that also took place in the 

-“■rgo nne on September 16th. 

The air was frying with ragged steel 
And acid bitter with breath of guns, 

A s sore and sick and dizzy 1 reeled 

That autumn's day by the setting sun; 
file roa^Uof combat was never still 

fhe land seemed a-rock on the grates of hell. 

Blue mantled with smoke lay the "rgonne hills, 

-a-nd lonely valley and wooded dell. 

high o ' erhead in the bleary blue 

In frantic flight the airplanes hummed 
like dragon flies gone mad they flew 

Where the dead-line of the air was strung; 
the sky was moaning with awful sound. 

Writing with monsters that crashed and screamed 
'lire they faltered and crashed to' the shuddering ground 
Where dust shot upward like jets of steam. 

head raen-dead men- everywhere 

Grotesquely fixed in the shapes of death, 

Mangled and torn-with blood matted hair- 

J aws still agape in the gasp for breath; 

-ide open eyes seemed glassed with tears, 
h-rms were outstretched as if to plead- 
■ ! as this the sura of the glad strong years? 

The swift sad end of violent deed? 

1 sought a hole to rest awhile 

To cover my head from the awful din , 

1 wanted to cry like a little child, 
i*y past was on me-a rush of sin; 

-and the crater i chose was occupied 
By a wounded Tank, who was near the end, 
a great red gash across his side. 

That God alone could heal or mend. 


bold beads of sweat stood out on Lis face, 

T 7hich r, as ashen pale from torture's twist, 
one hand "'as mangled in its place 

The other was missing at the wrist. 

■ ut e moved his blood-foamed lips to speak, 

and oh, the pleading that rose in his eyes- 
"klease -Orother-a drink^he said, so weak, 

"Just a drop, I'M hit. I'm going to die". 


Swiftly 1 reached for my canteen purse 
j“}eld up the flask before his eyes. 

Then 1 flung it down with a bitter cur Be- 
long since 1 had drained it powder dry. 
lorn went the flicker of hope in his heart 
xt moan of despair escaped his lips, 

1 crouched by his side in the gat/iering dark- 
le, clenching his teeth 'till 1 heard them grit. 

What could 1 do to ease his pain. 

Why bandadge the wounds with clumsy hands? 
h-e couldn't be dragged back to life again- 

i'hus close to the gates of yonder land; 

So 1 watched tne red drops trickle and drip 

Prom the blue white bones, where the flesh was gone 
Trembling with horror-weak and sick. 

While the hell-roar about us rumbled on. 

Then he roused himself once more to speech 
The words coming out in a bitten way: 

"Under my shirt-the locket-reach 

Open it quicmly," 1 heard him say. 

1 pried up the lid of the tiny thing, 

^•nd held it close to his haggard face 
and T watched his poising soul take wing 

xi-s he seemed to sink in a fond embrace. 

Lor a mothers features "ere pictured there. 

Tender and sad in their sweet profile 
o>et 'neath a crown of silvery hair. 

That gleamed lime a halo rou^d her smile; 

*^nd so with her name on his lips he died. 

With chin sagged down to lifeless breast- 
With her image 'graved in his stony eyes 

The spirit arose and journeyed w est. 

bince the enemy was retreating offering no resistance other than from 
ocassional machine gun nests we followed slowly to .anchcrville. 

•o-ere we encountered some play, from the enemy bombing planes. We were 
ordered to get under cover io — in basements -<»f ■ -t-he- wre-eke'dr 'tnrirdiggs 

- r»r any p 1 that- »u nld find/ but having just gone through those 

* 

horrible experiences fur the last -few hours it seemed that life meant 
but little any more.l sat down on the remains of a rock wall and watched 
t/iose planes drop their deadly bombs. 
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W e remained here t™o days getting information as to just what we 
were going to encounter in crossing the iieuse river. ,J -'he third day we 
made our way to ^un-^iir-^euse.l’he bridge had been destroyed making it 
necessary for the engineers to throw a temporary one over for us to cross, 




/ * If 


Sunday November 10 th enemy -sh.ell.Lng the road moving slowly. borne 
Frenchmen came along shouting Fini Dagier tomorrow. 1 e thought they were 
crazy as that is the first we had heard »ahwu t IHr. Fight of the tenth was 
a bright moonlight night and we feared heavy bombing however, things 
were reasonably quiet outside of artillery on both sides. During the 

jUstwA 4 Z\ v sbu M v 

' nigh/t a v uf-w 75's had taken position near us.^bout seven in the 
morning they started shelling no more than 

started when the enemy retaliated, ^buut that time a runner from 
hegimental headquarters, came rushing - ajjfng with a report that armistice 

\ A A/ 

is to go into effect at 11 oclock. number of casualties in our 

outfit between 7 urd 11* -‘■'he enemy kept up their heavy artillery fire 
un til -44«t eleven p-men at that time everything ceased and was perfectly 
quiet. -‘-'here was no celebration of any kind.Biit oh| that look of relief 
and khan'kfiscixsxprHS'skQOTxorf gratitude that was so apparent on all faces, 
i'he 32nd was picked as Ernsrccrk a Division to serve in the Army of 


occupation.! wish &se time permitted my telling you of my experience in 
Germany and of our trip home the following spring on the F« J»Duckenbach 
which almost went down in a storm. 

In conclusion 1 want to say that if by any means possible to avoid it 

n our court try 

never again do we war t to send our the youth of khsTTf-awdr to some 

foreign land to go through sxher&k a hell such as 1 
in my must humble way have tried tu describe. 




Is there another world war, possibly even greater than, the last, 
going to develop out of the trouble in the far Hast? J-g> 

- r j 

*4 have read more and heard the League of Nations discussed more 
since its organization than possibly any other one thing. The League 
was formed, as you all know, for the sole purpose of preventing further 
wars, oince its organization, up until only recently, it has had only 
miner questions to deal with. However, now a problem confronts it of 
grave importance giving it the opportunity to prove to the world its 
real value. If it succeeds in ending the controversy between China 
and Japan it will prove to the world that it has a real value and a 
right to exist whereas on the other hand if it fails it then must 
acknowledge defeat. 

After considering the China Japan troubles from every angle the 
League decided by a thirteen to one vote that Japan must take the blame 
for causing the trouble, that she is the aggressor and without doubt 
has territorial expansion in view and has asked that she withdraw 
her troops by Nov 16th. So far she has Tgp^rrsTl the request. 

What is going to b$/bhe League's next step? According to, the 
Press it probablywill -a-plan— bo -commercial ly~b o y c o t theai. I am of 

the opinion that Japan is too schrewd to attempt to win a war from 
China with her hundreds of millions of people with practically the 
entire world opposing her. I do not mean that the other members of the 
League will send their troops against her but, 1 mean that they will 
refuse to buy anything from her or they will refuse to sell anything 
to her especially if she might need it badly. 0 n the other hand they 
help China in every way possible by buying from her and selling to her. 

Until recently, possibly because it has not had an opportunity 
to demonstrate its need, 1 have not been a strong believer in the 
League. Since trouble has arisen between China and Japan apparently 

all that has kept them from real war this far is waiting to see what 
the League is going to do or what they can do. 


The doubtful question in my mind has always been that when a 
critical problem arises, and it has now, would they stick together, 
would enough of them see the cause of the trouble in the same light 
that they could accompolish something. In the Japan China case they 
have and 1 am of the firm belief that this trouble is going to be 
brought to an end through the League of Nations only. 


